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GERMAN ARMED FORCES. 

BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE 
SYSTEM, MANN SAID THE ERG BELIEVED THAT THERE HAD TO BE 
A FULL NATO COMMITMENT TO THE SYSTEM. HE SAID THAT IN 
RECENT YEARS IT HAD BECOME CUSTOMARY AMONG SOME NATO 
NATIONS TO ASSUME THAT, SINCE GERMANY WAS ON THE FRONT 
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LINE, GERMANY COULD ALWAYS BE RET JED UPON TO INITIATE 
ARMS PURCHASES AND TO PAY THE BULK OF THE COSTS OF 
NEW WEAPONS SYSTEMS. OF COURSE, GERMANY WAS PREPARED 
TO DO HER SHARE. BUT THE DECISION TO PURCHASE AWACS 
SHOULD NOT BE A DECISION MADE BY ONE OR TWO OR EVEN 
SEVERAL NATO ALT .IRS. 

3. THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR MADE THE VARIOUS POINTS 
IN REFTEL, STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE THAT WE PLACED 
UPON SOME AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE DURINQ THE NATO 
MINISTERIAL AND POINTING OUT THAT AN INITIAL PARTICI- 
PATION WOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS A COMMITMENT TO FULL 
PURCHASE (PARAS A 8, AND D L OE REFTEL). SECRETARY 
MANN REACTED POSITIVELY TO THESE TWO POINTS AND SAID 
THE GERMANS WOULD ATTEMPT TO REACH A DECISION IN TIME 
FOR THE MINISTERIAL. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION EROM MANN'S 
REMARKS THAT THE GERMANS DO NOT NEED TO BE SOLD ON THE 
FORMIDABLE TECHNICAL CAPACITIES OF THE NEW SYSTEM BUT 
THAT THEIR PRINCIPAL CONCERNS ARE FINANCIAL AND POLITI- 
CAL. WE WILL CONTINUE OUR PRESENTATIONS AT VARIOUS 
LEVELS BUT IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT, IF THE GERMANS 

ARE TO BE PERSUADED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SYSTEM, THEY 
WILL PLACE HIGH VALUE ON HAVING ALL NATO NATIONS 
SUPPORT IT. WE HAVE FOR SOME TIME BEEN HEARING FROM 
THE GERMANS THE EEAR THAT NATO MAY BECOME A US-GERMAN 
SHOW WITH DIFEERENT ALLIES ONLY SUPPORTING SELECTED 
ELEMENTS OF THE NATO DEFENSE SYSTEM, AND IT APPEARS 
TO US THAT THESE CONCERNS ARE HAVING SOME IMPACT ON 
GERMAN THINKING WITH REGARD TO AWACS. 
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